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What happened in 1996?
The chart on the next page shows a significant increase in
generation and treatment of hazardous and mixed waste in
1996. Much of the hazardous waste contributing to the
increase was contaminated wastewater that was gener-
ated from equipment that de-ionized water. This waste
stream wasn’t new in 1996; it simply hadn’t been counted
as hazardous waste prior to that year.
      The contaminated water was treated the same year it
was generated, which accounts for the spike in the treat-
ment graph as well. This waste isn’t apparent in 1997
because a new method of de-ionizing water, which elimi-
nated the waste stream, was used in 1997.
    Most of the mixed waste was generated by waste treat-
ment at INTEC. The Process Equipment Waste Evaporator
and the High-Level Waste Evaporator generated about
5,145.5 tons of mixed waste. This accounts for nearly 92
percent of the mixed waste generated at the INEEL in
1996. These two pieces of equipment treated 5,692 tons of
mixed waste; 53% of the waste (mixed and hazardous)
treated in 1996.
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